
H ello Houston 
ASPE mem-

bers. I hope that 
each and every one 
of you are staying 
safe and didn’t go 
through too much 

trouble with the freeze, power and 
water outages. I know everyone got 
affected in some way or the other. I 
am assuming that everyone lost 
power but some longer than others. 
We were blessed to only be without 
power for one day; however, we 
were under the boil water advisory 
for about 4 days. It didn’t take long 
to conserve the drinking water.  After 
our freeze we had about 4 years 
ago, I learned to drain my irrigation 
backflow preventer and freeze proof 
the associated piping. Apparently, 
towels, plastic bags and duct tape 
works. 
 
Both Joe Brewer, AYP, and Krista 
Villanueva, WOA, are planning a 
joint event that should be pretty spe-
cial so stay tuned for that. 
 
I would like to thank those who at-
tended our last general meeting and 
congrats to Bill Chambers, the 

winner of the 55” TV and Zed Her-
nandez, Ricky Nietsche, Kevin 
Milazzo, Jim McStravock, Ashley 
Moon, Tony Green, Daniel Cau-
field and Tony Cole for winner $25 
restaurant gift cards. 
 
We still scheduled to have the Texas 
CPD course on dates 03/06, 03/07, 
03/27. I have had several people 
inquire about this course but do not 
see them signed up. If you are talk-
ing this course, please go in asap to 
sign up. Check out this link for addi-
tional information: https://
aspehouston.com/
TX_CPD_Review . This will course 
will be offered via Zoom only.  
 
Also remember, for those of you in-
terested PHCC has reached out to 
us offering our members to join them 
in a Clay Shoot March 29th. This 
event shows to be a nice outing so 
that our members can get out, enjoy 
ourselves and network a little. PHCC 
is another plumbing organization 
and some of our members are also 
members of PHCC. See attached 
flyer for additional event information. 
 
Stay safe my friends! 
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H ello ASPE Houston, 
 

I hope everyone is doing well as of 
late. I also hope that you enjoyed the 
chapter meeting last month of Rain-
water Harvesting. This month we have 
a special topic for our chapter meeting 
this coming March 11th – COVID-19 
Impacts on the Plumbing System. 
Hear from industry professionals re-
garding the status of the virus and 
how it relates to what we do. You’ll 
also receive insight in the 2nd order of 
thinking concept for plumbing systems 
analysis. Also don’t forget that the 
seminars for the Houston Product 
Show are still happening!!! Register 
online for any seminar you want, at-
tend online, and obtain those CEU’s 
for your professional development! 
ALSO, we still have some prizes left 
over from the cancelled 2020 Product 
Show. That means that we’ll be giving 
some away for those that attend the 
seminars! Also don’t forget to register 

for the ASPE Houston CPD Review 
Class – it’s right around the corner. 
This is an excellent and FREE oppor-
tunity for our chapter members to gain 
the insight and test acumen to be as 
prepared as one can be for the actual 
exam. Last but not least – March Mad-
ness is about to start! Just as in years 
past the Houston Chapter will be hav-
ing another bracket challenge. It might 
look a little different this year given 
everything going on, but it is still the 
same tourney. Be on the lookout for 
update emails on everything stated 
above to stay up to date with the lat-
est happenings within the Chapter. 
 

 

Stay safe. Wear a mask. 
 

Thanks, 
Jeremy Charmchizadeh 
VP, Technical  

Dave Clark has served the Houston ASPE Chap-
ter in several capacities, including VP Technical, 
President, Product Show Chairman and Chairman 
of the Board of Governors. Dave has recently re-
signed from I.A. Naman. Dave and Tara will move 
back to Wichita, KS, where Dave will join the fami-
ly’s mechanical contractor business. Dave’s con-
tributions to the Houston Chapter have been 
great. He will be missed, and he will be remem-
bered. 

PMI is happy to announce that Curtis Dady has 
joined our team.  
 
Curtis comes to PMI with many years of experi-
ence and knowledge of the construction industry. 
Curtis will be working closely with Houston area 
MEP engineers and commercial plumbing con-
tractors to promote PMI’s family of manufacturers. 

 Transitions 





O ur thoughts and prayers 
go out to everyone that 

had or are still having difficult 
times during the 2021 Epic 
Winter Storms as well as the 
Pandemic. I hope that you 
are warm, well, safe and dry. 
 
The Facts; The Houston 
Chapter was established and 
chartered in 1968. It was or-
ganized to serve as a medi-

um in the solution of professional problems per-
taining to plumbing engineering as it effects the 
profession, the community and the general pub-
lic; to advance the general scientific interests of 
plumbing engineering profession and inculcate 
the desire for scientific achievement in the field 
among the members of the Chapter; to bring 
about greater cooperation and understanding 
between the members of the Chapter and local 
plumbing officials, contractors and the public. 
Today the Plumbing Engineer is responsible for 
much more than the supply of potable water and 
the removal and treatment of sanitary and indus-
trial wastes. The field is challenging and varied, 
including everything from aeration ponds to zinc 
plating. Systems such as high purity water, med-
ical vacuum and air, oxygen, helium, ethylene, 
nitrous oxide, nitrogen, acidic waste collection 
and neutralization, display fountains and swim-
ming pools, fuel gases, laboratory gases, storm 
water, compressed air and fire suppression sys-
tems. 
 
For more history on ASPE as an international 
society, please visit www.aspe.org/history. 
 
We at the Houston Chapter of the American Socie-
ty of Plumbing Engineers care about our communi-
ty, our business associates and the overall well-
being of others. In being good Stewards of this 
Chapter we have formed a committee to review, 
and to grant where possible, the financial aid of the 
renewing members’ membership. Please contact 
us if you, or if you know of someone that may be of 
benefit from our Member Aid Program, (MAP) 

 VP Membership: Christopher Ennis, CET 



Gulf Coast PHCC and ASPE Houston invite you to join us!

March 29, 2021

Greater Houston Gun Club 

Register online:  https://gulfcoastphcc.org/clayshoot

Questions:  281.702.2955





 

 

PLUMBING RELATED DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS FOR COLD WEATHER 

 

For a period of a few days, a hand full of states suffered the consequences of not having appropriate 

installation of plumbing piping, components, and equipment.  

For the state of Texas, in addition to this unusual extreme weather pattern, the lack of power was 

an additional crisis factor to a situation that was rapidly getting worst by the minute. The lack of 

electric heat, and exposed plumbing systems left too many families with costly water damages.  

How can we improve our plumbing systems to avoid similar situations in the future? Doing the 

code minimums will not reflect good engineering. 

Even when we can not do anything about the power, there are a hand full of improvements that 

we can include as part of our future designs. 

1. Underground piping shall be installed minimum 3’-0” below grade. This is done to avoid 

broken pipes due to ice buildup inside piping.  (some of the north states 5’-0” min below 

grade). 

2. Provide a weather protection enclosure for components above grade like RPZ’s and Meters. 

Make sure that these boxes are the insulated type, and if the budget allows, to include 

heating. 

3. All water risers Domestic and Fire protection shall be done inside the building on the interior 

side of the insulation. Even when we can not control the use of power, or gas for heating, 

not being exposed to a cold air draft is a huge advantage. 

4. Provide a drain valve at downstream of water meter assembly at the lowest elevation of 

pipe system. This will give the building a point of drainage that will cover most of the 

building.  

5. Provide a quick connect valved compressed air inlet connection. Features like this one will 

give the building a point to evacuate leftover water in pipes by air push it through an open 

faucet, or hose bibb connection. (This can be done for multiple systems, Domestic water, 

Fire Protection, Lawn Irrigation, and swimming pools). 

6. Insulate all domestic use water piping and valves. Consider insulating cold water 

components as much as hot water and hot water return piping valves and fittings are. The 

intent is to protect the pipes from freezing not to lose its water temperature. 

7. Provide a jacket for water heaters, or water tanks that are installed in mechanical rooms 

where open drafts are used for fresh air intake. These dampers will be a source of acold 

draft, or, if the dampers are motorized, they could be without power and/or had left open. 



8. Provide self-drain-frost resistant wall hydrants (hose bibb connections). The devices shall be 

long enough to have the wet section (valve) inside the heated area of the building. Note 

that these devises will not be effective if the hoses are left connected.  

9. Avoid having water piping drops or risers on exterior walls. Even a little crack on the wall 

that allows an opening as a razor blade will compromise stagnant water inside a pipe. In 

cases where this situation can not be avoided drop/rise pipes on the heated side of the 

building.  

10. Avoid downspouts outlets near walking paths. Rain and melting snow that may turn into 

ice (black ice) due to fidgety winds making sidewalks extremely slippery.  

11. Avoid the use of architectural scuppers on roofs. Dripping icicles are a common ice 

formation at the edge of buildings, putting at risk people walking under them. 

12. If the project has commissioning, include a winterizing plan as part of the building manual. 

The manual shall include extra information indicating the location of drain valves, 

compressed air inlets, and what needs extra protection. 

These are a basic group of plumbing design improvements that can be part of every single project. 

The cost of these changes is only a fraction in comparison of what would have to be paid for not 

having them corrected during design. 

 

  Have  

J. Francisco DeHoyos, CPD, FASPE. 

Plumbing Department Director. 

 

 
 
ASPE Central Texas Chapter, VPL. 
ASPE Houston Chapter, Education Chairman. 
ASPE Society Legislative Committee, Co-Chairman. 
ASPE Society Education Committee, Member.  jfdehoyos@gmail.com 
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 Minutes 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
                             ASPE Houston 

 
 
 
Date: Friday, November 20, 2020 
Time: 12:00 p.m. 
Location: NA – Via Zoom 
 
Present: Donald Taylor, President 

 Chris Ennis, VP Membership 
 Geoffrey Moore, Treasurer 
 Jaime Cruz, Secretary 
 Jeremy Charmchizadeh, VP Technical 

  Francisco DeHoyas, Education Chairman 
 David Clark, Chairman 

Curtis Dady, Newsletter Editor 
    
I Call to order: at 12:08 PM by presiding officer Donald Taylor via Zoom meeting. 

II Quorum: Five of seven Board members present. 

III Reading and Approval of Minutes:  

A. Approved – BOD Meeting minutes in previous newsletter. 

 

IV PRESIDENT: Donald Taylor  

A. By-laws were reviewed prior to meeting. 

B. If possible, include advertising ASPE during on line webinars due to COVID-19. 

C. Although our ideas for starting a student chapter is on hold, Francisco had a meeting with the 
educations committee. Pam is to review our proposal and make recommendations on how to 
move forward. No updates at this time du to cancellation of the convention. 

D. Ideas for School outreach programs on hold. When schools resume, we will plan to visit when it’s 
safe. 

E. Due to the cancellation of the Product Show, how can we make it up to our Sponsors? Could we 
host a sponsor night? Dave Clark will look into this and get back to the board with options. 

F. Membership Drive is on hold until further notice. 

G. Discussion was made increase the WOA and AYP to make it more appealing. Donald will work 
on putting a Budget together. 

H. The deadline for the Alfred Steele Scholarship is January the 31st.  The Alfred Steele Scholarship 
is limited to ASPE members and their immediate family members (i.e., spouses or children) who 
are planning a career in engineering.  

I. Revit class for 2021 is in the works, possibly around May which will be the same as last year. 
Details will become available as the time gets closer. 

J. Bryan is showing that we have not submitted any program evaluations. Jeremy will fill out the 
evaluations before our next meeting and get them updated before our next meeting. 

K. Motion for 2020 sponsor to have benefits rolled over in 2021 without additional payment. 
Approved! 



 
L. Sponsorship packages were discussed. Maybe do not collect any moneys from last year’s 

sponsor and restart on 2021. 

M. Discussion was made to find a new location for our general meetings. After comparing the HESS 
Club Contract with others, a motion was passed to have our monthly general meetings at 
Dukessa. It was decided that is was the best fit for our organization. 

New Location: 

Dukessa 

2840 Chimney Rock Rd. 

Houston, Texas 77056 

832-982-4852 

 

V VP TECHNICAL: Jeremy Charmchizadeh 

A. The September meeting will possibly be a on line meeting. 

B. Technical Speakers: 
  January – Plant tour. Possible Way Engineering Plant Tour. To be Confirmed 

February – Jeremy to find good speaker for general meeting and to contact Mariana to 
coordinate. Arcsa 
March – TBD 

  April (Product Show) – TBD 
May – TBD 
June – TBD 
September – TBD 
October – TBD 
November – Heat Tracing with Daniel/ Willbanks 
December - Franke - Carmen 

 

VI VP LEGISLATIVE: Dave Cropper 

A. No updates. 

 

VII TREASURER: Geoffrey Moore 

A. Motion was made to approve Treasurers Activity Report. 

B. All reports to be sent to the National treasurer as well. 

C. Rebate check was deposited from National. 

D. All product show refunds have been made. 

 

VIII VP MEMBERSHIP: Chris Ennis 

A. Active Roster Count: 183 

B. Due to Covid, the roster has stayed the same. No new members. 

 

IX ADMINISTRATIVE SECTETARY: Jaime Cruz 

A. No Updates 



 

I CORRESOPONDING SECRETARY: Billy Turcios 

A. No updates 

 

II WOA: Krista Villanueva 

A. No social events have been scheduled; all has been put on hold due to COVID-19. 

 

III AYP LIAISON: Joe Brewers 

A. Future events: Joe to coordinate with Sioux Chief to discuss next event. Sioux Chief to sponsor 
event. 

 

IV 2020 PRODUCT SHOW: Greg Salter 

A. List of requirements to comply with Covid at the racetrack will make it impossible to hold and 
event like ASPE. We will keep following up with the race track. 

B. Registration may start after January 1st. 

C. Make sure deposits are refundable. 

 

V AFFILIATE LIAISON: David Cropper 
A. No Updates 

 

VI ASPE WEBSITE: Daniel Leos 

A. NA 

 

VII STAR CHAPTER: Daniel Leos 

A. NA 

 

VIII ASPE NEWSLETTER: Curtis Dady 

A. Please ensure timely delivery on all items needed for publishing. 

B.  Reviewed a work in progress ASPE Houston Product directory. 

 

IX SOCIAL EVENTS: Chris Ennis 

A. New ideas for contributing back to the members was discussed during this unprecedented time. 
Picnic? Plan for next year? Any ideas from members are welcome. 

X EDUCATION CHAIR: Francisco Dehoyos 

A. Waiting on Pam for proposal on student chapter. Note Pam is leaving ASPE and has about 2 
weeks left 

B. Jeremy to provide Francisco on report they are putting together. Jeremy to send Francisco an e-
mail to follow up with information. 

XI HISTORIAN: Curtis Dady 



A. Curtis did an article in our last newsletter. 

XII NEW BUISINESS: 

A. Be safe and healthy during this pandemic. 

B. Chapter officers need to go through the P&O manual to review their positions at a minimum. 
Dave Clark will send link. 
 

XIII NEXT BOARD MEETING DATA & LOCATION: 
A. Next board meeting to be scheduled on: December 11th, 2020  
B. Location: Via Zoom or other online video conferencing. 

 

XIV MEETING ADJOUNED: 

A. There being no further business, Donald Taylor declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous 
consent. 

B. Meeting adjourned at 1:03 PM 

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
 
Jaime Cruz 
 


